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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 3079

State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on
By House Conmttee on Appropriations (originally sponsored by
Representatives Conway, Cody, Sells, Dickerson, Morrell, Sinpson,

Schual - Ber ke, Hasegawa, Chase and Sant os)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 08/ 06.

AN ACT Relating to health care services; adding a new section to
chapter 70.47 RCW adding a new section to chapter 74.09 RCW and
creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 70.47 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The health care authority, in coordination with the departnent
of social and health services, shall prepare a report on basic health
pl an enrol |l ees under this chapter who are enpl oyed by any enployer with
thirty or nore enpl oyees who are either basic health plan enrollees or
medi cal assistance recipients. The report shall include the foll ow ng
conposite information

(a) The nunber of enpl oyees by enpl oyer;

(b) The enpl oyee size of the enployer;

(c) The nunber of enployees by industry type;

(d) The nunber of hours worked by enpl oyees;

(e) The nunber of enployees with multiple enployers;

(f) The nunber of enployees who were receiving any governnent
assi stance prior to being enpl oyed,
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(g) The length of tinme the enpl oyee has been enpl oyed;

(h) The nunber of enpl oyees who chose the basic health plan instead
of i1nsurance coverage offered by their enployer, and why they did so;
and

(i) The nunber of enployees referred to the basic health plan by
their enployer and the nunber referred by others, including public
agencies, relatives, or friends.

(2) The report must be structured so as to identify seasonal
variations that may inpact the conposite information in the report.

(3) The report must include recomendations fromthe departnment of
social and health services for strategies to reduce state costs
associated with providing nedical assistance coverage to individuals
who are enployed on a full-tinme and year-round basis. The report shal
be prepared in consultation with the health care authority and ot her
interested organizations. The followng principles shall qguide
devel opnent of the recommendati ons:

(a) Enployers who have the financial ability to contribute to the
cost of health care coverage for their enployees should provide such
coverage; and

(b) Reduction of state costs should not cone at the expense of
depriving | ow-wage enpl oyees of health care coverage.

(4) The report must be delivered electronically to appropriate
commttees of the senate and house of representatives annually,
comenci ng no | ater than Novenber 15, 2006.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 74.09 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnment of social and health services, in coordination
with the health care authority, shall prepare a report on recipients of
medi cal assi stance under this chapter who are enpl oyed by any enpl oyer
with thirty or nore enployees who are either basic health plan
enrol | ees or nedical assistance recipients. The report shall include
the follow ng conposite information

(a) The nunber of enpl oyees by enpl oyer;

(b) The enpl oyee size of the enployer;

(c) The nunber of enployees by industry type;

(d) The nunber of hours worked by enpl oyees;

(e) The nunber of enployees with multiple enployers;
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(f) The nunber of enployees who were receiving any government
assi stance prior to being enpl oyed,

(g) The length of time the enpl oyee has been enpl oyed,

(h) The nunber of enpl oyees who chose recei pt of nedical assistance
i nstead of insurance coverage offered by their enployer, and why they
did so; and

(1) The nunber of enployees referred to nedical assistance by their
enpl oyer and the nunber referred by others, including public agencies,
relatives, or friends.

(2) The report must be structured so as to identify seasonal
vari ations that may inpact the conposite information in the report.

(3) The report must include recomrendations fromthe departnent of
social and health services for strategies to reduce state costs
associated with providing nedical assistance coverage to individuals
who are enployed on a full-tinme and year-round basis. The report shal
be prepared in consultation with the health care authority and ot her
interested organizations. The followng principles shall qguide
devel opnent of the recommendati ons:

(a) Enployers who have the financial ability to contribute to the
cost of health care coverage for their enployees should provide such
coverage; and

(b) Reduction of state costs should not cone at the expense of
depriving | ow-wage enpl oyees of health care coverage.

(4) The report must be delivered electronically to appropriate
committees of the senate and house of representatives annually,
comenci ng no | ater than Novenber 15, 2006.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. If specific funding for the purposes of this
act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not provided by
June 30, 2006, in the ommi bus appropriations act, this act is null and
voi d.

~-- END ---
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